Reflections of 2006 and What’s Up for 20077

By Sara Snell, Chapter President

“Setting Direction” was the focus for 2006 with the Board developing long term
and short term goals. Committees worked diligently to meet and surpass most of
the goals set. Thanks to all of you who have made this year a success. Some of
the goal highlights are:

Many activities were conducted on Saturdays to accommodate chapter
members unable to attend activities during the week. This was a chapter
goal to reflect a suggestion from our membership.
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The AT Team presented eight varied Advanced Training opportunities:
Bolivar Flats Shore Birds
Shelling Workshop
Waterbourne Education Boat Tour
Kathy Adams Clark Photo Workshop
Pond Dipping Workshop
Texas Watch Water Quality Testing
Taxonomy for Dummies
Cold Bloodied Critters |
A variety of new stewardship activities were made available to the chapter
including:
Texas Watch water monitoring
Adopt-A-Highway
Prairie demonstration area at Carbide Park
Prairie restoration at Texas City Prairie Preserve
Wetland Classes
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The Chapter now has on going monthly Stewardship activities supporting
preservation, restoration and education activities with our varied partners. If
you are checking the calendar, you will find Advanced Training sessions
and Stewardship activities are already planned for 2007.
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The Spirit team conducted a first ever-family picnic in June that was
enjoyed by all who attended. The team also maintained our scrapbook and
display boards for various booth functions and the regional and state
meetings.

(Continued on Page 8)
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December Meeting Honors New Class and Treasures
of the Bay; New Officers Elected

Article by Julie Massey and Sara Snell

Our 2006 5" Annual Meeting and Graduation Celebration was a huge success and lots of
fun! More than 140 Master Naturalists and their guests enjoyed the evening — up about 25 from
the previous year. And there were lots of reasons to celebrate!

Twenty-eight members of the Spring and Fall classes became certified Master Naturalists
and received their first dragonfly pins. In addition, 93 Master Naturalists were recertified in 2006!

We also recognized the 2006 “ Treasures of the Bay” Award winners. The winners of
these awards are nominated by Master Naturalists for their outstanding contributions to
restoration and education regarding Galveston Bay’s natural resources. These awards are given
for service above and beyond the call of duty!

The Corporate and/or Nonprofit Award:
#  Chris LaChance, WaterSmart
% Vaness Hamilton, City of Clear Lake Shores, and Jarboe Bayou Park and Wetlands
# Mary Beth Maher, City of Shoreacres and Heron Park
Chapter Service Awards:
3 Carolyn Miles
3 Chuck Snyder
% Bob Sobotik
Making a Difference Awards:
# Trudy Belz
# Diane Humes
# Gib Larson
Chuck Buddenhagen Memorial Education Award
# Nathan Veatch

The election of officers for 2007 was also conducted. The following were elected to one-
year terms:

# President — Sara Snell

#  Vice-President — Joanna Sharp
# Secretary — Judy Jones

3 Treasurer — Frank Budny

3 Membership — Tawy Muehe

Many thanks to all who made our 2006 Graduation Celebration such a wonderful success!
Special thanks to Elsie Smith and her committee of volunteers who did all the hard work of
setting up the room and refreshments and providing the entertainment.

Congratulations on an amazing 2006!

See December Meeting Photos on Next Page




December Meeting Photos
Photos by Chuck Snyder




Chapter Enhancement Opportunities Report
By Joanna Sharp, Vice-President and CEO Committee Chair

The new year is here and a grand one it is
going to be!!

The Chapter Enhancement Committee
(CEO) is delighted to announce that we have a
great group of Team Leaders!

Shirley Foster, who has for several years
served on the Board as AT/VS chair, and has
worked in tandem with Nathan Veatch, is the
natural person to succeed Nathan when he
stepped down in December. The AT Team has
already met and will is busily developing new
training opportunities for this year.

The Spirit Team also has a new leader,
Cliff Muehe, who is succeeding Elsie Smith at
that helm. Cliff stepped up to the plate to devote
his talents, and is very skilled in the “fun, food,
and fellowship” of the Chapter. His reputation
as the “shrimp cook-off king” is well known. But,
he is also well versed in Spirit Team activities at
the State and Regional MN level, and has a
broad knowledge of the inner workings of the
chapter and state MN organizations. Cliff will be
putting out the call to enlarge his fun crew, and
you should consider helping!

The Community Outreach Team, headed
by Bill Callahan, has met twice and is in the
process of inventorying power point
presentations, handout materials, potential MN
speakers, and booth opportunities for 2007. Bill
will be making a report at the Chapter Meeting
on February 1, and he will be looking for
helpers, too.

The Stewardship Team will be led by Dick
Benoit again this year. Dick was so organized
last year that we have a huge selection of
things to do and ways to help already on the
calendar for all year.

The whole purpose of the CEO is to
devise, develop, copy or steal ideas for new
and educational activities, and the Chapter
needs your help in this brainstorming
process!! The next CEO meeting will be sent
out through Alan, and we would love your
participation!

For more activities, please consult the
mailout calendar, and the calendar on the
website.

Upcoming Stewardship Projects of the Month

February: Horseshoe Marsh
Restoration
Tuesday, February 20th
8am.tolp.m.

Meet at Galveston Ferry Parking Lot
for carpooling

Activity: We are helping plant trees and develop
trails in the Society’s newest property on
Bolivar Peninsula
Winnie Burkett of Houston Audubon Society will host.
Bring a sack lunch
Contact Dick Benoit if you plan to attend

(RBenoitTX@aol.com)

March: Anahuac NWR Butterfly
Garden
Tuesday, March 6th
8am.tolp.m.

Meet at Galveston Ferry Parking Lot
for carpooling

Activity: Semi-annual maintenance of the Nectar

Bed
Bring your pruners or other favorite bedwork tools.
Also bring a sack lunch

Contact Dick Benoit if you plan to attend
(RBenoitTX@aol.com)




Volunteer Opportunity: TPWD Junior Angler Program
“Teaching Kids About Fishing”

Article and Photos by Joanna Sharp

Six members of GBAC-TMN have been
working as a team for the TPWD Junior Angler
program, and have had a ball helping kids
learn the basic skills of assembling tackle,
identifying fish, understanding fishing
regulations and safety, and describing good
fish habitats. Not only does this activity
increase the exposure and value of our State
Parks, it helps in getting folks outdoors, it
helps scouts earn merit badges, and helps
teach families how to have fun together.

MN Gib Larson, our chapter’s first certified
instructor, recruited Joanna Sharp and Bill
Callahan (both of whom have earned their
TPWOD certification) as well as Janice and Ollie
Schwausch. They have recently been joined
by Marilyn Jewell, who is also certified.

The team has been teaching the Junior
Angler program bi-monthly at Brazos Bend
State Park during 2006.

In 2007, they plan to double the frequency
to monthly, in response to the program’s wide
acceptance.

The team would like to recruit 4-5 more
volunteers to form another team of people who
love fishing and working with kid, who would
become State-certified and work a second
location...maybe Sheldon Lake or a city lake
closer to the area.

L' ## " $$#S$




Restoring America’s Estuaries — A Conference of Hope

3" National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration

Article by Diane Humes

Attended by over 1400 people, the RAE
conference began with a field day, in which | toured
New Orleans and onward to Biloxi, MS, where |
viewed the devastation wrought by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. Huge areas were and still are
affected by storm surge, flood, and wind. Bayous
were clogged by downed trees, debris, and
sediment. Homes remain uninhabitable, although
much has been accomplished. People are still
scattered — New Orleans has less than half its
original population and that only during the day.
Nighttime residents are even fewer. Many people
are living in FEMA trailer “cities”, 15 months after the
storms.

The RAE conference brought together scientists,
agencies, businesses, industries, non-profits, and
students. There were posters and presentations
communicating information about restoration
projects from Alaska to Maine. | heard about
restoration efforts in salt ponds of San Francisco
Bay, oil spill mitigation in New York City harbor,
restoration and educational outreach in Tampa Bay,
and stream restoration in Puget Sound. Marissa
Sipocz presented our own Mason Park project on
Brays Bayou, and was awarded a second place Gulf
Guardian Award from the Gulf of Mexico Program.
Not to be outdone, Dick Benoit received a third place
Gulf Guardian Award. Ask to see his trophy!

| attended a session about international projects
and the RAMSAR sites worldwide, including the re-
flooding of Iraqi marshes previously drained by
Saddam Hussein. (see: www.cimiwetlands.net)
One take-home message about that, which is also
applicable to Katrina and Rita victims, is not to
assume that the people necessarily all want exactly
their old way of life back. The Iraqgi people would like
the marshes back, all right, but also schools,
electricity, and modern homes. So, maybe we need
new thinking!

The theme of the conference was “Forging the
National Imperative”. One estimate suggests that by
the year 2075, 75% of our nation’s population will
live within 50 miles of a coastline. This suggests
that what happens to America’s beaches, marshes,
and estuaries will affect all Americans.

Estuarine habitat is vital as a nursery for fish
and invertebrate species. (The North Carolina
Coastal Federation’s slogan is, “No Wetlands No
Seafood”.) Marshes, dunes, and barrier islands
protect the coastline from storms. New Orleans, as
a site for this conference, allowed us all to see
firsthand the results of storm damage to the
coastline. Louisiana loses 24 square miles of
coastline each year or about one football field of
land every 38 minutes. This is due to man-made
activities and leaves the city and coast increasingly
vulnerable. One of the keynote speakers, Mike
Tidwell, spoke very movingly about the loss of land,
the loss to the people who see their very homes,
livelihood, and culture disappearing. To learn
more, see his books, “Bayou Farewell” and “The
Ravaging Tide".

Another main theme of this meeting — the
elephant in the room — was climate change. The
reasoning goes like this: you can restore all the
marshes you want, but when the Greenland ice
sheet melts and sea level rises 23 feet, you have
other issues. (To learn more, read “The Weather
Makers” by Tim Flannery.) So, there was a call for
us all to immediately, individually, and collectively
lower our CO, emissions to try to halt the runaway
climate change while we can. To do this, the CO,
emissions must be reduced 60-80% by the year
2050. See http://fenvironment.yale.edu/climate.

So, what can we do? These are recommendations
from the panel of keynote speakers.

1. Know our carbon footprint.

2. Vote your philosophy.

3. Consider what you buy and be willing to
pay for what you want.

4. Get political — pay attention to decisions
made by your local zoning commission, for
example.

5. Say “Thank You” to those who are doing
good works — they don’t always get to hear
it!

Keep on doing the good work you are doing, but
talk to your neighbors, acquaintances, and
troglodyte relatives about your projects, and why
you do them. You are an ambassador for the
environment. THANK YOU!

%

See photos of the award winners on Page 12




Naturalist in the Spotlight

Mary Beth Arnold: “Organizer”

Article by Mary Vogas and Irene Yodzis

Organizer, reader, grass enthusiast! These
words describe the naturalist we are
spotlighting for this newsletter. She is one of
our new members from the Spring 2006 class,
Marybeth Arnold. She just graduated this past
December!

Marybeth Arnold was born in Oklahoma City.
She grew up being an Army brat which gave
her the experience of moving thirteen times!
She went to first through third grades in Berlin,
Germany. As a child, she was a bookworm.
She considered books as her best friends since
they could go with her wherever she moved.
Also as a child she enjoyed belonging to school
choirs and girl scouts. She was in girl scouts
until she was a senior in high school. She has
strong memoaries of doing things outdoors as a
child. Many summers, Marybeth visited her
grandparents who lived in Cutbank, Montana.
They always spent a few weeks camping in
Glacier National Park and this is still her most
favorite place to visit.

She went to college at the University of
Oklahoma. While attending college, she got
married. Her husband was career Air Force.
This enabled her to move another 13 times!
Later, she graduated from the Christopher
Newport University in Virginia with a political
science degree. She was pre-law and thought
this was the direction that she wanted to take,
but then they started moving which made it
hard to become a lawyer.

As an adult, she lived on Vancouver Island
for three years where she saw such things as
bald eagles, golden eagles and mountain lions.
This was the mid-seventies. There were lots of
bald eagles there, but at the same time she was
hearing how endangered they were in the U.S.
While she lived there, on weekends she would
hike in forestry areas and mining areas which
were like a national park. This is also where
she learned to love to hike. When she lived at
Edward’s Air Force Base, there were coyotes
all over the place. One day she was looking for
her neighbor’s cat in her front bushes and
calling “kitty-kitty” and out jumped a bobcat! It
was the first recorded bobcat on Edward’s Air
Force Base.

Today, she lives in Clear Lake City. She
started working in 1990 when her youngest
child was 12 years old. She has had several
jobs. One was being a certified pharmacy
technician. Then she went into sales for
durable medical equipment. Next, she became
the general manager for Brace and Limb
Industry. Later, she became a human resources
manager at Manorcare Health Services near
Clear Lake Hospital for five years. She retired
in January 2006.

Marybeth met Francesca Hall, one of our
TMN, at the YMCA one week before the spring
2006 naturalist class began. This began her
journey as a TMN! She now knows that she
majored in the wrong field in college. She
realizes that growing up being outside is what
brought her happiness and that she should
have majored in something concerning the
outdoors. Now she is truly a happy person!

She believes that her strength is in
organizing to get people to do things. When
she visited the Texas City Prairie Preserve
during the TMN class, she thought this prairie
needs to be restored using Armand Bayou as
an example. She then organized a group to
restore the prairie at the Texas City Prairie
Preserve. When she first started on this
project, she knew nothing about the plants.
Now she educates people about the plants!
She even found a wetland plant at Texas City
Prairie Preserve that was not known to exist on

(continued on page 8)
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Reflections of 2006 and What’s Up for 2007
(continued from Page 1)
By Sara Snell

-3

Our education activities have expanded to a Dickinson Elementary school and our Jr.
Master Naturalist Program pilot started at Morgan Elementary in Galveston.

At the end of the year the Community Outreach Team started. This team will
incorporate both youth and adult outreach activities, develop a speaker bureau, and
create a chapter brochure.

Hz

Our web site was taken to new heights and an evergreen calendar was added. Both
provide improved communications not only for our chapter but also for others wanting
to know about us.

The January 2007 board meeting included recognition of the 2006 accomplishments and
a review of the goals document. This document is being updated for 2007 and will be
presented at our chapter meeting. Goal setting is a way to keep the chapter focused. Also,
over the next several months, board members will be reviewing roles and comparing our
compendium and the state Chapter Operating Handbook (COH) template looking for
opportunities for improvement. The goal is to have the recommendations ready to present at
the June chapter meeting.

2007 is going to be busy to say the least with one Master Naturalist training class
beginning 3/1, Treasures of the Bay Workshop for area teachers beginning 6/5-6/9, Camp
Wild the second week of July and all the AT and Stewardship opportunities scheduled. So
get ready, there is something for everyone and it takes all of us to keep our chapter
moving forward!

Naturalists in the Spotlight (continued from p.7)

the west coast of Galveston Bay. Next year, Bayou Prairie Fridays. She enjoys her cat,
she plans to make a photographic record of Scooter, who moved into her house from next
plants at the Texas City Prairie Preserve. As an 00" Marybeth is certainly a busy persont
adult, Marybeth still enjoys being in choirs. She Her favorite book is Grasses of the Texas
sings in the Clear Lake United Methodist Hill Country by Brian Loflin and Shirley Loflin.
Sanctuary Choir. At the 8:15 church service, She loves it!

they did not have a choir. So Marybeth If you want a job to be done, contact
organized and directs a choir for this service Marybeth. She can give you some ideas on
called the Early Risers. She also does bible how to get it started and organized! We both
study once a week. She loves to cook, has enjoyed interviewing Marybeth very much!

been a quilter and is also active with Armand




Advanced Training: “Heavenly Bodies at Carbide!”

Article by Steve Alexander; Photos by Mel Measeles

A total of 40 participants gathered on January
18"™ at Carbide Park to attend an advanced
training workshop entitled “Top Ten Heavenly
Bodies”. The program was presented by two
GBA chapter members, Diane Humes and Chuck
Snyder. Both told of a life-long passion for
astronomy and it showed during their
presentations.

Diane began the workshop with an
introduction to the stars and planets. She also
demonstrated the position and shape of the
major constellations visible in the night sky,
including the North Star, Ursa Minor, Ursa Major,
Cassiopeia, and Orion.

Participants were then allowed to climb into
a portable planetarium (20 at a time) and
Diane pointed out these and other
constellations in the night sky.

While half the participants were in the
planetarium, the other half viewed a series of
Hubble Space Telescope photographs
presented by Chuck. The photographs captured
planets, moons, and stars with remarkable
clarity and beauty.

Before, during, and after the presentation,
participants were treated to refreshments of
Moon Pies, Milky Way bars, and Starburst
candy in keeping with the celestial theme.




Advanced Training: Are You a Tenner?

Article by Frank Budny

You have probably heard the term “Tenner”
mentioned, especially if you've attended any of
the advanced training opportunities during the
past year. You may have wondered, what is a
Tenner? Basically, a Tenner is a chapter
member who has demonstrated, usually by
testing, that he or she can identify the top ten
items in a specific category related to the
nature of our area.

We, as Master Naturalists study many
different aspects of the natural environment of
the Galveston Bay Area. The amount of
information available to us can be
overwhelming. However, a Master Naturalist
should be able to recognize and identify at least
the top ten items in each category. The Tenner
Program is intended to assist you in achieving
this goal.

Tenner categories can be developed for
natural organisms, inorganic materials, plants,
animals, features, and facts of the Galveston
Bay Area. They are prepared by one or more
Master Naturalists who have an interest and
expertise in a particular subject.

The Tenner lists are subjective and are
intended to be an appropriate representation of
the top natural things found in the Galveston
Bay Area. Selection is based on the judgment
of the people assembling the list. Criteria
include observation frequency, native or non-
native, year around or seasonal, human impact,
and appeal. The lists are not all inclusive. This
is only a beginning and members are
encouraged to expand their knowledge beyond
the top ten.

To qualify as a Tenner, a member will need

to be able to recognize the top ten Items or
organisms in a category. The member will need
to identify the items visually from a picture, a
description, or in the field, know the common and
scientific names and some basic facts about the
items. Independent research may be required.
In some cases, for Tenners offered as part of a
workshop, the member may be required to
present a short report on an assigned item from
the category.

Tenner opportunities will be offered with each
advanced Training program or workshop.
Members, who chose to do so, can take a test to
demonstrate that they have grasped the major
items covered by that training opportunity. A
member, who cannot attend a workshop, may
also qualify by doing independent research and
passing the test. The tests are available to any
chapter member outside to the training. We plan
to put the Tenner lists and the tests on the
Galveston Bay Area Master Naturalist website in
the near future.

Top ten lists already exist for several areas
including seashells, diurnal raptors, wetland
plants, and bugs. These lists and the tests
associated with them will be available shortly on
the Chapter website. Other Tenner lists are
being planned.

The Tenner program is strictly voluntary. The
tests are simple and are actually fun to take. The
emphasis on the top ten is intended to make our
members at least a little comfortable in each of
the many areas to which we are exposed. It also
should encourage you to pursue further
information on those areas that you find
particularly interesting. After all, the more you
know about a subject, the more interesting it is.
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Guppies from Julie
By Julie Massey

Spring 2007 Class
Planning Under Way!

The Spring 2007 class
begins on March 1! Barb
Ellisor and the Training
Class Steering Committee
have come up with new
ideas for the class! Barb
and the committee are also looking for
volunteers to help out with the class. Please
contact Barb if you would like to help out.

A Training Class Volunteer Workshop is
scheduled for February 21 at the Extension
Office.

A Brief Summary of “What Happened in
20067?”

% 20,240 Volunteer Service hours
completed

2708 Advanced Training hours
completed

24,894 people educated through actual
hands-on and/or classroom instruction
26 Members Certified! Yeal!

93 Members re-certified! Yeal!
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New prairies were established at Carbide
Park and Galveston Island State Park! The
Texas City Prairie Preserve is enjoying the
efforts of a weekly work group! Wow! Water
guality monitoring is taking off and a new
invasive species monitoring project is under way!

Eight advanced training opportunities were
held for members to increase their knowledge.
These opportunities included Bolivar Flats shore
birds, E2 shelling workshop, Waterbourne boat
tour, Kathy Clark photography workshop, E2
pond dipping workshop, water quality testing,
taxonomy and cold blooded critters! A big “thank
you” to the Advanced Training team and the
CEO for sponsoring such a great variety of
educational programs!

The volunteer service projects conducted
were just as varied; maintaining monarch and
hummingbird habitat at Sundance Garden,
registering oak trees in League City, restoring
wetlands, developing and maintaining trails at
Horseshoe Marsh in Bolivar, mowing at the

various partner sites, and prairie burning at
Armand Bayou and the Adopt A Highway
program.

The education program is growing! In
addition to continuing the “Bay Adventures”
program in Galveston ISD and sponsoring Camp
Wild, a new Junior Master Naturalist after-school
program has been initiated! Twenty—five fourth
grade students are participating in the program
started by Mary Jean Hayden and her dedicated
volunteers at Morgan Elementary in Galveston!
The kids meet weekly after school and dig
deeper into the wonders of Galveston Bay
through hands-on science and resource focused
activities! They also get to go on monthly field
trips! “The Bay Adventures” Program has also
expanded to the mainland with a group of
volunteers establishing a program at Hughes
Road Elementary in Dickinson! Sara Snell is the
leader for this new adventure.

At a national level, the accomplishments of
the Galveston Bay Area Master Naturalist were
recognized! Dick Benoit received the Gulf
Guardian Award for Individual in November 2006
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency!

Drum roll, please! The total value of the
2006 Master Naturalist 20,240 volunteer
service hours to Galveston County and the
State of Texas is $365,129.60. In addition, you
sponsored 3 scholarships during 2006 - 2 for
Sea Camp and one for a Texas A&M graduate
student intern. The dollar value of the
scholarships was $2200.

Congratulations! Your leadership,
dedication, commitment, energy and innovative
spirit are making a difference! You are living the
Master Naturalist motto —“Be the Change You
Want to See in the World!” Thank you.
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(Human)Treasures of the Prairie and
Bayou
Marissa Sipocz and Dick Benoit Receiving Their

Awards at 3" National Conference on Coastal and
Estuarine Restoration

Photos by Katie Benoit and Diane Humes
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Birthdays — February and March

Maureen Myers February 4 Irene Yodzis February 6
Sara Snell February 19 Diane Humes February 22
Billy Dunlop March 1 Victoria Fogg March 2
Sandra Pollock March 4 Lois Robinson March 6
Judy Jones March 9 Sandy McHone March 9
Patti Singleton March 9 Jim Crabb March 10
Tawy Muehe March 11 Sally Chapman March 12
Wally Ward March 13 Clifford Muehe March 15
Pauline Myers March 15 Julie Massey March 18
Bill Edmondson March 19 Harold Barrow March 20
Joy Gilcrease March 20 Marybeth Arnold March 24
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